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Jessie-nominated play looks at addiction to crystal meth

GREEN THUMB THEATRE: ﬂuchences respnnd to non-preachy depiction of the consequences of drug addiction
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STAFF KEPOETER

When Kyle Cameron started
playing the role of a crystal-
meth addiet in Cranked, he was-
n't ready for the consequences.
Raging applause. Tears of
understanding, Hoots of
approval. Standing ovations.
And people who are grateful for
a non-preachy depiction of the
¢| consequences of addiction
beyond the criminal act.

Cranked is staged again tomor-
tow at the Croatian Cultural
Centre and is one of the pro-
ductions invited to the Mammet-
ic North Festival in Ottawa,
iawhere it Tuns June 6-10, and
then gets set to tour North
| America inthe fall and nto 2008

1 Cameron is still in awe of the

After 130 performances,,

Green Thumb production that
has allowed him to give himsalf
to a role that is exhausting, but
rewarnding.

Cranked toured throughout
the province last wintér, some-
times to communities with as
few as 10 in the audience.
Cameron says the reaction was
always positive, mosjly over-
whelming,
When he first learned about
the role, Camerson says he felt
a huge responsibility, an urge to
try to fix the meth problem and
to save peaple.

“ realized [ can't do that. I cantt
have that as my focus,” he says.
“But what I can do &s an actor
is bring myself 100 per cent (o
the story every time. [ can get
thiedr attention, tell the story and
get them to think about what is
gning or. Then we'te doing our

job.
Playwright Michael B Northey

says the devastation of crystal
meth is what is so striking —
ihat, and how many people are
affected byit,

Narthey was commissioned by
Green Thurnb to create-the work -

and his own experences

Jargely into the piece. Hﬁm

Iy made it through high school
at Queen Elizabeth school in
Surrey, surroumded by drags and
kids behaving badly.

*I've stolen cars. ['ve lived in
that criminal element — and I

" had to diaw on that,” he says.

But he didn't do meth.

“You do it onee and thats pret-
ty much it,” Northey says, "My
goal was to show there are other
consequences, It steals your soul
— you1 cease to be able to make
decisions. That's what scares me
— that instant addiction.”

Using dialogue and rap shakes
up the presentation, with music
by Kyprios and Iyrics by St!.rlust
which gives a vemnacular, street
feel to the story

Northy hopes the play sparks
action — not against the funkies,
brut against those manufachinmg
meth. “If they just p.':ld mure
attention to meth labs,” he

"This is b}'fﬂIﬂ?EmDﬂIﬁﬁrﬂ-
ing Lhiﬂgll"ve ever written," says

" The play s up for a Jessie

Award and Green Thumb has
d 10 nominations over-

all. The Jessies. wlll hu
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